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Speak up 
for struggling
children today.

Your easy-to-use leader’s resource.
Includes a how-to guide full of captivating 
stories, compelling teaching & inspirational 
ideas for 10- or 30-minute talks.
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You’re a hero! I really mean that. Because of people like you, passionate 
that every child deserves hope and a future, TLG Sunday 2018 will make 
an incredible difference. We’ll see more people than ever before praying, 
giving and praising God for His life-changing power at work through TLG. 

TLG is, and always will be, about local churches. It’s because of congregations 
in communities across the nation, just like yours, that we’re able to support 
the growing number of children that are struggling, children who urgently 
need to know that somebody is rooting for them. This TLG Sunday, you’ll be 
joining churches of all shapes and sizes in all four corners of the UK that are 
ready to make a difference. My prayer is that as you share this message, 
God would meet with your church family and help them to see the impact 
you could have in your community. 

In these pages, you’ll find plenty of exciting and engaging ideas to help you 
to prepare for your TLG Sunday. We’ve made it as easy as possible for you 
to plan ahead and I just know that they’ll help to you share the heart and 
vision of TLG in a significant way. As you share, I pray that your voice would 
be used powerfully on behalf of all the struggling children that you and I 
know need our help. 

We’re praying for you! 

Tim Morfin 
TLG Founder and Chief Executive

Thank you from 

our Chief Executive

Ethan with his TLG  
Early Invervention coach



Your pack includes...
The Current Need 

The shocking statistics representing the current crisis of struggling 
children and families in our country today.  

Meet Zainab

Hear from one of our TLG students as she shares why childhood was a 
difficult start for her, and how her local church working with TLG totally 
transformed her life.  

Personalising your TLG Sunday

Whether it’s a ten minute talk or a main service slot we’ve got all the 
material to help you deliver an exceptional talk. 

More TLG Stories of Transformation

Across all our work at TLG we are seeing God move in the lives of 
struggling children and families. These incredible stories are the reason 
we do what we do.  

Pray with Us

We know that when we pray, God hears us. Here are some ideas for 
how you can be praying with us this TLG Sunday. 

Partner with Us

Does your church want to join over 150 church partners passionate 
about seeing Jesus transform the lives of struggling children and 
families? Here’s everything you need to know.  

Help Us to Change Lives 

We desperately want to reach those struggling children who don’t yet 
have support. Your generous donations will literally help us transform 
lives. See included donation forms.

See that you do not despise one of these little ones. 
For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see 

the face of my father.

MATTHEW 18:10
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Using this resource

Need help?
Please don’t hesitate to contact us. Our dedicated team are waiting to 
answer your questions.

e: tlgsunday@tlg.org.uk  t: 01274 900373

• Prayerfully consider how God wants to work through you in 
using this resource as you speak up for struggling children  
and families.

• Confirm a TLG slot in a church service with your leadership team.

• Decide how long you have as part of the service.

• Use our script guide and resources to inspire you with content 
and stories for your talk. 

• Download our full script and more content online at  
tlg.org.uk/tlg-sunday/go

• Play our video to help people connect with our stories of 
transformation. 
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The  shocking truth...

70% of children and 
adolescents who experience 

mental health problems have not 
had appropriate interventions at 

a sufficiently early age 

children in the UK face 
food insecurity, one of the 

highest rates in Europe

children feel unable 
to cope with the 

school day.

1 in 10 1 in 5

- Association for Young People’s Health, 
Key Data on Adolescence (2013)

children say they worry
‘all the time’.

2 out of 3
- BBC

- Children’s Society (2008), The Good Childhood 
Inquiry: health research evidence. London

- Unicef, ‘Building the Future: Children 
and the Sustainable Development Goals 

in Rich Countries’ (2017)

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH: CHILD POVERTY AND HUNGER:
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...that no  child deserves

Last year there were 339,360 
fixed-term exclusions for 

children across the UK

of these were given to 
children aged 6 and under.

381,865

...25,765
88% of boys in young 

offenders institutes have 
been previously excluded 

from school. 

- HM Chief Inspector of Prisons for England 
and Wales Annual Report 2015-2016. 

88%

parents from low-income 
families have skipped a meal 

so their children can eat 
during the school holidays.

1 in 3 

- Kellogg’s, ‘Isolation and Hunger: 
The reality of the school holidays for 

struggling families’ (2015)

SCHOOL EXCLUSIONS:

The number of permanent exclusions 
has increased by 44% since 2012/13.
- Office of the Children’s Commissioner, Falling through 
the Gaps in Education (2018)

- Department for Education (2017)

44%
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Zainab had been excluded from 
school for six months when TLG 
stepped in. She attended one of 
TLG’s education centres and it was 
there that she began to believe  
in herself. 

Through the support of TLG and the 
local church, Zainab not only began 
to achieve well in her education but 
she has since been on a journey  
of faith. 

“Going to TLG in year 10 was 
probably the best thing that could 
have happened to me at that age. 

They ensured that my life didn’t end 
as statistically as it was supposed 
to and they are still in touch with 
me today. TLG cherished me and 
made sure that everything I had an 
insecurity about they were on top of.  

I remember finding a bible in my 
house that my cousin had given to 
me years ago, and for some reason 
I started to read. For once in my life 
everything started to make sense. 
Jesus waits until that moment when 
you realise that you are his, and he 
opens his arms and he welcomes 
you right back home. He’s a parent 

Zainab’s story of
transformation
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From an early age, Zainab searched for a parent she could depend 
on. She’d been moved from home to home and, throughout her 

childhood, been told she would never amount to anything. 

Zainab today, working at TLG 
Lewisham education centre 

as a  Classroom Teacher
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Watch Zainab’s full story of transformation 
today, visit tlg.org.uk/tlg-sunday/go

that never seems to let go. He’s 
able to revive you from the person 
you were. I don’t think any of this is 
possible without a relationship with 
Jesus. I just want to thank the TLG 
staff that put up with me - all I can 
say is thank you.  

Zainab’s Christian faith has had a 
profound impact on her life and she 
now works for TLG, bringing hope to 
young people who are facing the 
same life trajectory as she faced. 
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When you ask people to donate to support 

struggling children, make sure everyone has 

a response envelope on their chair and ask 

people to give generously. 

Zainab (right) with Kizzy, a 
student she supported in her 
role as Classroom Teacher, at 
the TLG Awards

Zainab as  TLG student, 
accepting her very own 
‘TLG Inspiration Award’ 
back in 2008

I was taken 
away from both 
my parents at a 

really young age and I had a 
very hard time figuring out who I 
was because I didn’t know where 
I came from. In school I basically 
played the role of a bad child, but 
deep down I needed a father 

figure, I needed a mother 
figure, I needed someone 

to love me.   

Did you know?
Every year across the UK, there are over 300,000 
exclusions affecting children unable to cope; just 
like Zainab. How is God stirring your heart when you 
hear that statistic?



This guide is packed full of creative ideas, 
inspiring stories and biblical content 
enabling you to personalise your TLG 
Sunday talk to suit your church. Whether 
you’re talking for 10 minutes as part of a 
service, or you’re leading the entire Sunday 
morning we’re confident if you follow these 
steps, it will be a talk to remember. 

Communicating the need. 
Sadly there are thousands of struggling children 
and families in our country today desperate to 
receive the practical support and loving care of a 
local church. Just like Zainab, we know that Jesus 
has a perfect plan for each one of these children 
and we are desperate to see that need met. Have 
a look on our statistics page to understand the 
scale of this current crisis.

Ten minute  
talk

8

Communicating the miraculous.
In Jesus, we have an example of someone who 
sought out the broken, championed mistake-
makers, and went in search of those who had 
gone astray. The heartbeat of TLG is to enable the 
local church to do the same in every community 
across this country. We know our stories of 
transformation will inspire your congregation as 
they see how God is moving.

Communicating the special 
opportunity to join our vision.
We urgently need an army of like-minded 
supporters who believe that every child deserves 
hope and a future. What can you give this 
morning to join with thousands of others standing 
alongside struggling children and families? Your 
donation will literally transform lives for good.

Personalising 
your

OPTION 1

Top Tips

1. Spend five minutes talking 
through the current 
statistics (see page 4) of 
struggling children and 
families in our country 
today, and the work that 
God is doing through TLG. 

2. Show our three minute video.

3. Finish by highlighting our 
donation forms. 

This will help your church 
connect with the current need in 
our country and will inspire them 
to action. There are children like 
Zainab in every local community 
and we are waiting to give your 
church the tools to reach out 
and support them. 

1

2

3

Will your church join our 
God-given vision today?
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Too many hindrances to count.
In Matthew 19:14 it says…

Then people brought little children 
to Jesus for him to place his hands 
on them and pray for them. But 
the disciples rebuked them. 14Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” 15When he had 
placed his hands on them, he went 
on from there.

Have you ever sat and thought 
about all the difficult situations and 
circumstances out there that can 
cause a child to struggle and can 
hinder them in some way? Issues of 

family breakdown, being bullied, no 
Christian role models, bereavements, 
lack of provision for their additional 
needs, lack of a father figure, anxiety 
issues, confusion, peer pressure… 
there are loads of them! That’s before 
you get to abusive situations, being 
caught up in the child care system or 
things like the trauma of moving to a 
new country. 

Our children and young people are 
perhaps facing more than they ever 
have done, and the truth is this is 
causing them to struggle!

MAIN SERVICE TALK

9

Every childdeserves

OPTION 2

POINT 1
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Restoration for the lost.

In Matthew 18 Jesus says:

See that you do not despise 
one of these little ones. For 
I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the 
face of my Father who is in 
heaven. What do you think? 
If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has 
gone astray, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search 
of the one that went astray? 
And if he finds it, truly I say to 
you, he rejoices over it more 
than over the ninety nine. 

In the book of Luke we learn 
that Zacchaeus was despised 
by all those around him, he 
was excluded and he was 
marginalised because of his 
behaviour and attitude, and yet 
Jesus was drawn to Zacchaeus. 
When Jesus invites himself 
to Zacchaeus’ house for tea 
the people around him can’t 
understand it; “why would Jesus 
eat with this riff raff? Doesn’t he 
know how annoying and bad 

this man is? Surely he wouldn’t 
waste his time with him?” 

What people didn’t realise at the 
time was Jesus was actively in 
search of the one that had gone 
astray and he was ready to 
rejoice over him. Jesus made it 
clear that he would be delighted 
to travel down any path to 
find the sheep that has gone 
astray, and that there is a huge 
celebration in heaven when 
that sheep is found and comes 
home. The parable of the lost 
sheep was being outworked in 
front of their very eyes.

So what are we going to do 
about those children and young 
people who are struggling? 
What about the ones that have 
gone astray? How good are we 
at acting like Jesus to find and 
restore the lost?

God has called TLG to equip 
churches to be able to travel 
down many paths to find and 
restore lost and struggling 
children and families. 
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The light in the darkness.

Matthew 5: 14-16 says:

14“You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15Neither 
do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in 
the house. 16In the same way, 
let your light shine before 
others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven.

Thankfully, the crisis these 
statistics represent are not the 
complete picture. We know that 
we serve a God who has formed 
each one of these children in 

the womb and His desire for 
them is to have a hope and a 
future in Him. Through the local 
church, there is hope for these 
struggling children and families.

At TLG we believe that every 
child deserves to take hold of 
the hope and future God has for 
them. We believe that the love 
of God triumphs over darkness 
and brokenness in the lives of 
our nation’s children. We believe 
that God has given TLG the tools 
to help local churches reach 
out to many struggling children 
and families.

POINT 2

POINT 3
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How we work.
The TLG Programmes

Through God’s provision and 
guidance we have developed our 
work over many years to enable 
as many children and families as 
possible to receive the practical 
help they need and access the wider 
support network of the church.

Our education centres are 
designed to put local church at the 
centre of the lives of teenagers who 
are struggling beneath the surface; 
who need someone to believe in 
them; who have been excluded. 
Through the local church we are 
saying “we believe in you! You were 
called to be more than this! Your 
are loved!” Today there are 13 of 
these centres running in churches 
around the country, supporting 150 
teenagers at crisis point. 

In 2010 we created Early Intervention; 
designed to put a church volunteer 
alongside a struggling child in 

school for one hour a week. Today 
there are over 90 churches running 
Early Intervention from Cornwall 
to Inverness supporting over 300 
children each year.

This year we introduced TLG Make 
Lunch: to equip churches to feed 
the 1 in 5 children facing food 
insecurity in the UK - sadly, one of 
the highest rates in Europe. This 
year, through our amazing partner 
churches, we have hosted 151 Make 
Lunch clubs - serving over 2,000 
meals to hungry children. These 
clubs welcome entire families into 
the church to receive vital practical 
help as well as pastoral care. 

We can now say that over 10,000 
children have been helped as a 
result of TLG equipping the local 
church to reach out to struggling 
children and families.

Will your congregation give to help transform the lives of children like 
Zainab? Hold up an envelope and ask people to give generously.

POINT 4
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Jesus said: 4“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 
the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on 
his shoulders 6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’

We are so excited and thankful to God for the work He’s doing and we 
celebrate with Him in the case of every story of transformation. We believe 
that God’s heart breaks for those children and families in desperate need 
and He has called the church to be a light in the darkness. 

TLG stories of

Ruby and Emma’s story
Ruby started meeting with her Early 
Intervention coach Jo in year 6 of primary 
school. Because of Ruby’s Asperger’s she 
didn’t find school the easiest of places 
and had been struggling for a long time. 
Jo came from a local church in Bradford 
and by spending an hour a week with Ruby 
helped her with her fears for the future, 

and her self esteem. Jo also committed to 
building relationships with the entire family 
at home, connecting them to the wider 
support network of the church. Fast forward 
two years and the entire family are regularly 
attending church and walking with God and 
Ruby is thriving in her secondary school. 

Watch Ruby and Emma’s amazing story of transformation at www.tlg.org.uk/tlg-sunday/go

transformation

Ruby’s Early Intervention 
coach Jo is an angel 
and now we all go to 

the same church together. I now 
know that God’s got a plan for all 
of us and that God loves us.

–EMMA (RUBY’S MUM)



When Kizzy was referred to one of our 
London education centres, she came with 
a warning. Our team were told there was no 
way this girl could turn things back around 
but we knew that God had a plan for Kizzy. 
Now Kizzy’s future is looking more hopeful 
than ever. 
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Kizzy’s story 

 When I arrived in the 
UK from Cameroon I 

found it really hard to settle in and this 
made my behaviour really bad. Being 
at TLG has helped me a lot, they’ve 
helped me to change my behaviour 
and they’re really supportive. At TLG 
they treat us with the same kindness 
they would their own children. 

- KIZZY

Watch Kizzy’s inspiring story of transformation at www.tlg.org.uk/tlg-sunday/go

Kizzy accepting her award at 
the TLG Awards in London, 2017
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For Brandon, communicating how he was 
feeling was harder than for other children. 
We asked his coach Christine how TLG Early 
Intervetion has helped him to speak out. 

Brandon’s story

14
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The shyness has gone 
and now we have lots 
of conversations. When 

I go and collect Brandon from his 
classroom his face just lights up 
completely because he’s so excited!
He’s a happier boy now. He’ll always 
tell me if something’s gone wrong. 
He’ll always tell me what it is and we 
can chat about it. He’s an absolute 
joy and I’ve enjoyed it so much.

- CHRISTINE, BRANDON’S COACH

When I started coaching Brandon in year 4, 
I couldn’t understand a word he said. He’d 
been to a speech therapist once or twice but 
his mum had said it wasn’t any use. It had a 
knock-on impact on his confidence and he 
was very quiet and shy when we first met.

I said, “I won’t make you but if you want to 
read a little bit together then we can do that”. 
So we read a couple of pages together each 
week just to help him. We’re still building his 
words up but he’s enjoying the opportunity to 
have a go. 

We mostly play games together. I bring a few 
activities and I let him choose. Because of 
that, he’s talking more. In fact, he never stops 
talking! But I think it’s that one-to-one ‘me’ 
time that’s made all the difference for him.”

Brandon has received support from 
Christine, a volunteer coach from  
Stoke-on-Trent. She and a team 
of 10 coaches from her church are 
transforming lives in their community 
through TLG Early Intervention. You 
could make a difference too!

Read their story here: tlg.org.uk/brandon
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Marcie is one of over a million children that receive free 
school meals during term time. For her mum Joanne, it 
was a local church that provided the answer to her most 
frightening fear: how will I feed my daughter?

15

Marcie & Joanne’s  story 

I’m on a very low income 
because I’m a full time 
carer for Marcie. The Make 

Lunch club at the Baptist church 
turned out to be a life-saver. I wasn’t 
going to church at all before but this 
has made me think differently about 
what church can be.

Things had got so bad that Marcie’s 
school had put things in place for us 
over the school holidays. One of the 
things we were told about was the 
Make Lunch club at the Baptist church 
in town. We went for the first time and 
it turned out to be a lifesaver for us – a 
complete godsend.

-JOANNE (MARCIE’S MUM)
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The righteous cry out and the Lord hears them, he delivers 
them from all their troubles.
PSALM 34:17
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TLG’s prayer
God we thank you that you are the 
Good Shepherd, and your heart is to 
seek out and restore the lost sheep 
that have gone astray. 

We pray for all the struggling children 
in this country today, that your plans 
for them would come to pass. 

We ask that you would raise up more 
volunteers from local churches to 
journey alongside these children, 
giving them a clear example of your 
consistent love and support. 

For those families who feel that all hope 
is gone, we believe you can restore it. 
We pray that you would protect and 
support them in difficult times. In Jesus 
name would you protect and support 
them in difficult times.

Please pray for children like Ruby and 
Brandon. This September children will be 
returning to school; and for those children 
really struggling it can be too much to cope 
with. Please pray for an increase in volunteers; 
passionate to see transformative change in a 
child’s life by connecting with a local primary 
school to run Early Intervention. 

Please pray for families like Marcie and 
Joanne, whose financial struggles leave them 
feeling hopeless, frightened and isolated. 
Please pray that God would continue to use 
TLG to highlight the issue of holiday hunger 
in this country and, through the local church, 
reach out to families in need with Make 
Lunch clubs. 

Please pray for those young people who, like 
Zainab and Kizzy, currently have no one to 
champion them through life. Pray each young 
person begins to see themselves as God sees 
them. Pray that God would bring the right 
Christian role models to journey alongside 
them. Please pray for the 150+ students we 
currently have in our Education Centres that 
God’s hand would be upon their lives.  

Please pray that God would stir the hearts 
of many people in this country; awakening 
them to the current need of struggling 
children and families. Pray for more people 
to join our vision so we can support more 
children, young people and families. 

Pray with us

He knows what we need before we 
even ask him
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Prayer activity
These activities can be used as part of a 
church service, a children’s session, a mid-
week small group. 

Give each person a coloured strip of paper and 
get them to write a statistic they’ve heard from 

your talk that has shocked them the most. Staple the 
pieces of paper together to make a chain. As a church 
these are the issues you’re not ok with and God has 
given you a heart to pray into them. String the chain 
up and gather round to pray.  

With a pen and paper instruct people to draw 
around their hand. Then get them to write the 

name of a child or family God has put on their heart, 
on each finger. Ask each person to remember these 5 
names and pray for them throughout the week.  

Spend some time in quiet reflection considering 
the stories of TLG Sunday. Write down and pray 

into anything you believe God is saying to you as an 
individual, a church and as a local community.  

1

2

3
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Help us to change lives

£ 15 £50 £150

Whatever amount you can give, your gift will literally change  
the lives of struggling children & families

could help to pay for a 
week of TLG education 

for a young person 
excluded from school

 could help to train a 
TLG coach to provide 

vital one-to-one 
support for a child 

struggling in school

could help to feed a 
family at a TLG Make 

Lunch club who might 
otherwise go hungry in 

the school holidays
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For more detail, each TLG programme has its own 
brochure explaining the steps of partnering with 
TLG. Get in touch to request a copy!

You can call us on 01274 900377 or just drop us 
an email at partnerships@tlg.org.uk

Alternatively, visit tlg.org.uk/your-church to 
explore the options further. 

With hundreds of church partners, we’ve helped churches of all 
shapes and sizes find the right TLG programme for them and their 
community. Our Church Partnerships team would love to begin  
a conversation with you - find out how below: 

Partner with us

Our church has partnered  
with TLG since 2013 and in 
that time we’ve supported 32 

struggling children! I’m currently coaching 
two boys in our local primary school and 
we have a great time together.

- PAUL, EARLY INTERVENTION PARTNER, 
SOUTH CHADDERTON METHODIST, OLDHAM

As a former teacher,  
I understand how 
vulnerable some children 

in the UK are and I’ve seen first 
hand the impact it can have on their 
wellbeing and future opportunities. 
Giving to TLG is a real joy and it’s a 
privilege to know that the money I give 
is literally going to transform the lives 
of those who need that help urgently. 
It’s fantastic to see a Christian charity 
like TLG bringing hope and a future to  
struggling children.

- MARK, TLG SUPPORTER, BINGLEY
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Join with hundreds of churches all across 
the country reaching out to support 

struggling children and families.

www.tlg.org.uk
t: 01274 900373 e: info@tlg.org.uk

  facebook.com/tlg.org
  twitter.com/tlg_org

Registered Office: Transforming lives for Good, National Support Centre, Hope Park, Bradford, BD5 8HH
Transforming lives for Good (TLG) Ltd. is a registered charity in England & Wales. Registered Charity no 1074114

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

- MATTHEW 19:14


