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Tom is 15 years old. As a child, Tom did all

the things most children would. He loved

playing football with his friends and

enjoyed going to school.

But when Tom was 9, his little sister died.

It had a huge impact on the family. Tom

couldn’t understand what he was feeling

and kept it hidden away.

As Tom started at Secondary school, he

came across a whole new set of

challenges. He found it hard to make

friends and couldn’t understand why he

felt so angry all the time. He was quickly

identified as a trouble maker.

Things went from bad to worse when Tom

was excluded for fighting and vandalism.

Tom felt more lonely and angry than ever

before.

He began to find acceptance amongst agroup of local boys who lived nearby.Although they did stuff he knew hisMum wouldn’t be happy with, theyunderstood him. Tom soon became partof their gang.

With no schooling and a bad reputation,Tom realised that something needed tochange. He knew he was making badchoices and dreamt of a life he couldhave some control over. And so, for thefirst time in years, Tom decided he wasgoing to ask for help…

Tom’s Story

*names and details have been changed
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Q. Do you know how you
could have the biggest
impact on the lives you’ve
just read about?

A. By becoming a
Hopegiver or increasing
your Hopegiving

Simply fill in your enclosed 
card & send it back to us

OR

Go online and 
‘become a Hopegiver now’
at www.tlg.org.uk
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THEALTERNATIVE
When Katiearrived at TLG she didn't want to communicate
with anyone.  Through regular support, Katie began to open
up and learn to trust. Her behaviour changed dramatically,
her education has improved and she has now started helping
other young people with their work. 

"The best thing about TLG is the mentoring I
get. I've learnt to listen and have become a much
nicer person."

After Dequane was excluded from school and had
spent time in prison, he made the bold decision to turn his life
around. Within weeks of starting at TLG, his attitude changed
beyond recognition. He made huge progress in his learning
but more significantly learnt to control his anger. 

“That’s the biggest change in me-I get on with
people because I didn’t used to give anyone a
chance. The first day I came here I got angry with
a lad, we were going to fight then the staff took
me aside and told me the truth. They tell you how
it is and straight with you. That’s why I’ve
changed.”

Kayleigh spent her childhood caring for her family.
She was excluded 10 times before coming to TLG. Since joining
TLG, Kayleigh’s life has been transformed and her workers are
amazed at the difference in her.

“Since being at TLG I’ve become a lot more
adult about things. I’m really proud of myself!
The best thing about TLG is knowing that I’ve
always got someone there to talk to”

David has learnt to
accept love and forgiveness at TLG. He has begun to confront
his anger and is about to start college. Rifts within his family
have been restored and they proudly joined him at his recent
graduation. 

But a week later Tom was killed in a
car crash.

The reality is that 1 in 6 young people
who aren't in education will die young.
Whether it is through drug or alcohol
abuse, suicide, violent crime or simply
being in the wrong place at the wrong
time.

This doesn’t have to be the case.
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